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Overview
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Overview of Survey

• Survey was prepared in January 2021 
and distributed to residents

• An image of the survey is shown to the 
right

• Thanks to Kress Corporation for 
supporting the survey distribution 
mailing together with pre-paid 
envelops
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Overview of Survey Responses

• 160 responses – represents about 1/3rd of survey recipients
• Varying degrees of completeness of responses ranging from 

single topic to fully completed with narrative
• Some thoughtful narrative responses across a wide range of 

topics
• Surveys seem to be a good way to obtain resident input:

• Online options like Survey Monkey may be cheaper but may not 
be easily accessible to all residents
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Overview of Survey Responses

• An encouraging willingness to contribute to fund raising:
• 18 respondents willing to contribute
• 33 respondents may be willing to contribute
• 70 respondents are unwilling to contribute

• Some confusion highlighted regarding sources of funding and 
roles / responsibilities of different governmental and non-
governmental agencies
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Graphical Summaries
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Summary of Demographics

• Over half of respondents > 55 years of age – this may not reflect entire population 
however, just respondents

• Most respondents are long-time residents – this may reflect low turnover, and high 
retention for family ties and other reasons

• About ¼ have school-age kids at home – if some have more than one child, then it 
may represent a large demographic approaching that of retirees?

• Most respondents have visited the Park in the last year, although for most it was 
likely only a single visit

• About 10% of respondents are current / former military – but many families likely 
have current / former military members who were not respondents
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Demographics of Respondents

Gender

NR Male Female Prefer not to say

Age_Group

NR 18-25 26-35 36-45

46-55 56-65 gt65
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Demographics of Respondents

Time_Lived_in_Williamsfield

NR 1-5 6-10 11-15 16-20 gt20

Military

NR Yes No

Question did not identify if family members 
are in the military
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Demographics of Respondents

School-age_Kids_Home

NR Yes No

Rent_or_Own

NR Rent Own

Question did not identify if household has 
or cares for school-aged grandchildren.
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Demographics of Respondents

Employed

NR Yes No Retired
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Park Visit Information

Last_Time_Visited_Park

NR This week
This month Last 6 months
This year gt1 year ago

Total_Times_Visited_12mos

NR >30 21-30 11-20 1-10 none

Reason_for_Visit

NR Honor_Vets Bandstand
Relax Caboose Sit_at_Tables
Picnic Other
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Other Reasons Listed for Visiting the Park
• Appt at vet
• Baby pageant
• Christmas Time
• Drive by it
• Family photos & play around after
• Grandkids
• Grandson loves the park
• Inspect bandstand
• Looked at it
• on a walk
• Pageant
• Pictures

• Pictures & work
• Pictures in bandstand and caboose and 

concert
• Play ground & Ag Day
• Pokémon stops
• Post Office    
• Post office & admire park
• Read names on memorials
• Take Pictures
• View Christmas lights
• Walking
• Walking/Christmas Decorations
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Some Key Questions and 
Comments
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Some Key Questions and Comments

1. Of those who responded, who visits Veteran’s Park the most and why?
2. How did most respondents want Veterans Park to be used in the future? What 

Veterans Park features would draw respondents to visit in the future?
3. On the topic of the bandstand, what mix of responses was received?
4. On the topic of the monuments , what mix of responses was received?
5. On the topic of the caboose, responses appear split on its placement and appeal. 

What were the characteristics of respondents for/against leaving the caboose in 
Veteran’s Park?

6. Of the respondents willing to contribute funds, what were the characteristics of 
their responses?

7. What additional / surprising ideas from the survey warrant discussion?
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1. Of those who responded, who visits 
Veteran’s Park the most and why?

WHO

Number of Visits in last Year
Age Group >30 21-30 11-20 1-10 none

18-25 0 2 1 6 1
26-35 0 0 1 6 1
36-45 0 1 2 12 9
46-55 0 0 2 15 5
56-65 0 0 0 21 8
gt65 0 0 6 27 17

Number of Visits in last Year
Demographic >30 21-30 11-20 1-10 none

Male 0 2 8 33 16
Female 0 1 2 54 22
Military 0 0 3 4 4
Non-Military 0 3 7 82 37

Number of Visits in last Year
Residency >30 21-30 11-20 1-10 none

1-5 0 0 1 8 5

6-10 0 1 0 9 3

11-15 0 0 0 0 0

16-20 0 0 1 12 5

gt20 0 2 10 56 28

Some observations
• Long-term residents visit the Park most
• Newer residents don’t frequent the Park
• Younger residents visit less, but do visitNote: 11-15 age

group was missed
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1. Of those who responded, who visits 
Veteran’s Park the most and why?

WHY

Number of Visits in last Year
Purpose >30 21-30 11-20 1-10 none

Honor_Vets 0 2 9 34 5
Use_Bandstand 0 0 3 8 0
Relax 0 1 8 18 0
Caboose 0 1 4 38 7
Sit_at_Tables 0 1 3 13 1
Picnic 0 0 1 2 0
Other 0 0 1 21 7

Some observations
• Most people visit between 1 and 10 

times in a year
• Holidays and special events together 
• An attraction / stopping point when 

walking the Village
• In the last 12 months, visits for purposes 

of the monuments and the caboose are 
roughly split

Number of Visits in last Year
Occasion >30 21-30 11-20 1-10 none

Special_Holidays 0 0 8 39 16
Special_Events 0 0 4 38 9
Other_Visits 0 1 4 17 3
When_Walking_Aro
und 0 3 8 42 9

Other 0 0 0 8 1
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2. How did most respondents want Veterans 
Park to be used in the future?

Number 
of Visits 
in Last 
Year

Additional_M
onum

ents

M
ilitary_History_Info

M
ilitary_Recognition_Events

Safer_Bandstand

Entertainm
ent

Caboose_Events

Railroad_History_Education

O
ther_Education

Children_Play_O
pportunities

Drinking_W
ater

Indoor_event_Space

M
ore_Seating_and_Picnic

M
ore_G

rass

M
ore_Lighting

W
heel_Chair_Access

Pavillion

Farm
ers_M

arket

Holiday_Decor

Restroom
s

O
ther

>30 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
21-30 0 0 1 2 3 1 2 2 1 1 1 2 0 1 1 1 3 2 1 3
11-20 5 7 6 6 8 6 7 3 5 1 1 6 1 5 0 4 7 8 6 11
1-10 21 35 34 47 59 41 53 19 30 11 14 41 13 30 12 23 60 43 19 82
none 5 8 11 9 14 8 8 2 7 7 5 13 5 10 4 6 21 10 8 34

• Farmer’s market, entertainment, farmers market, railroad history, and “other” rank the highest
• The “other” and “none” responses should be reviewed as nearly 1/3rd of respondents provided ideas
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3. On the topic of the bandstand, what mix of 
responses was received?

• Widely mixed responses - in favor, against, 
and even for relocating the bandstand

• Ranked below monuments, downtown, 
caboose, and relaxation, as a reason to visit

• Small majority of narrative responses 
appears to favor of new / replacement 
(17:14) but there is interest in restoring

Number of Visits in last Year
Purpose >30 21-30 11-20 1-10 none

Honor_Vets 0 2 9 34 5
Use_Bandstand 0 0 3 8 0
Relax 0 1 8 18 0
Caboose 0 1 4 38 7
Sit_at_Tables 0 1 3 13 1
Picnic 0 0 1 2 0
Other 0 0 1 21 7
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4. On the topic of the monuments, what mix 
of responses was received?

• Ranks first as the main reason to visit 
the park

• Majority of narrative responses 
received regarding the monuments 
favor preserving them in-place (7:2)

Age Group
Purpose 18-25 26-35 36-45 46-55 56-65 gt65

Honor_Vets 3 3 9 9 10 22
Use_Bandstand 1 2 2 6 0 1
Relax 4 0 5 2 5 12
Caboose 4 2 9 11 9 17
Sit_at_Tables 2 1 3 3 4 6
Picnic 1 1 0 0 1 1
Other 2 3 5 7 7 8
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5. What were the characteristics of respondents 
for/against leaving the caboose in Veteran’s Park?

• Ranks second highest as reason to visit the park

• Almost as many residents over 55 visited the park 
for the caboose as for the monuments

• Nearly half of respondents who ranked the 
caboose a low priority have not visited the park in 
>1 year

• Some respondents suggest military and rail 
history can cohabit, while others are against this

Age Group
Purpose 18-25 26-35 36-45 46-55 56-65 gt65

Honor_Vets 3 3 9 9 10 22
Use_Bandstand 1 2 2 6 0 1
Relax 4 0 5 2 5 12

Caboose 4 2 9 11 9 17

Sit_at_Tables 2 1 3 3 4 6
Picnic 1 1 0 0 1 1
Other 2 3 5 7 7 8

Number of Visits in last Year
Bottom Ranked >30 21-30 11-20 1-10 none

Monuments 0 1 1 10 7

Caboose2 0 2 6 15 15

Downtown 0 2 1 16 10

Bandstand 0 1 2 19 13

Seating 0 2 2 6 6

Other 0 0 0 1 0
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6. Of the respondents willing to contribute funding, 
what were the characteristics of their responses?

• Very difficult to assess 
because of the smaller 
number (18) of responses to 
evaluate

• Looking at Future Use and 
Importance may be most 
relevant

• For the Future Use the 
question was specifically 
“Safer Bandstand”

Support Neutral Support Neutral
Visit / 
Keep

Repair / 
Replace

Yes 1 1 Yes 3 0 Yes 1 1
No 4 1 No 9 5 No 2 6

Maybe 2 0 Maybe 2 1 Maybe 5 3

Support Neutral Support Neutral
Visit / 
Keep

Repair / 
Replace

Yes 3 15 Yes 13 5 Yes 11 7
No 15 49 No 20 44 No 28 36

Maybe 11 22 Maybe 11 22 Maybe 13 20

Support Neutral Support Neutral
Visit / 
Keep

Repair / 
Replace

Yes 8 3 Yes 6 5 Yes 4 2
No 33 15 No 12 22 No 15 19

Maybe 22 3 Maybe 5 8 Maybe 10 6

Monuments
From Narrative

From Future Use

From Importance From Importance From Importance

Caboose (Safer) Bandstand
From Narrative

From Future Use

From Narrative

From Future Use
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7. What surprising / additional ideas from the 
survey warrant discussion?
• There are some strong opinions on all topics raised in the Survey
• Farmer’s market – very popular, would require space, organization
• Information / acknowledgement of rail history would be welcome
• Dog run area – this has been discussed for D-B park previously
• Siren should be relocated (this is underway)
• Train noise – will a pavilion / entertainment really work here?
• Almost as many residents over 55 visited the park for the caboose as 
for the monuments – they even appear correlated (PLOT)
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Some Narrative Highlights
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Narrative: Positives and Negatives

• Most common topic in the narrative responses was the caboose
• Majority of comments regarding the caboose were positive (18 vs 7)

• Second most common topic was the bandstand
• Comments split. Most respondents said some sort of bandstand should be 

present but there was a balance between attempting to preserve the existing 
bandstand (10:11), recognizing it is damaged, vs adding a new pavilion (7:3)

• Although the third most common topic addressed, responses 
regarding the monuments were overwhelmingly in favor of keeping 
them in their current location (7:2) Monuments Caboose Old 

Bandstand
New 

Pavilion
Count+ 7 18 10 7
Count- 2 7 11 3
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All Narrative Responses

• Although the bandstand is nostalgic for many people, it is also too small, crumbling and in the wrong location for an audience. 
Another location for it would be better, if it is to be rebuilt.

• Bandstand-ok Probably turn to ?? (cant read) would help. How about a peace memorial.
• Caboose does not fit in with the theme of the park
• Caboose honors history of this town and the railroad in its development.
• Choo Choo
• Cool-dancing in the street! If you tear down bandstand pour cement to dance on and or concerts on. Helps tavern business. Helps 

bring people to town! PS I'm a vet and not offended by the caboose in the park. It's fine right where it is. Waste of money moving 
it. Vietnam, Korea history- Trains were used to transport during WWI WWII

• Great space to show spirit of the town.
• Have activities that co-inside with military happening and contests for the children. Try to include different ages of children for 

levels of concern.
• I assume this is the park by the school and library. It is a lovely park and a definite asset to the community. My grandchildren enjoy 

the play ground very impressive, especially for a small community.  We enjoy visiting the park and a caboose would be a definite
plus. Thank you.

• I attended a concert in Veteran's Park and it was very difficult to hear because of passing trains. Please don't add a pavilion to this 
space. There are already: church, and Doubet-Benjamin Park. Thanks

• I did admire the flag display. I think it was Veteran's day or 4th of July.
• I dislike the addage of the caboose. Nothing to do with Veteran's, money could be spent on up keep. Get rid of the bandstand, no 

longer needed. The sad truth I seen more people use it as a pet restroom than anything.
• I do not actually visit the park but everyday when I go to the Post Office, I look at the Park and take in the beauty of it. In the past 

months, I have noticed people from out of town taking pictures of it. We are very fortunate to have this lite beauty where it is.
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All Narrative Responses
• I feel that I went there a lot while I was little. I moved away and now that I am back, I do not utilize it as I used. I need to get back in the 

habit of using it.
• I feel that the bandstand is a vital piece of the park. I worked to get the HS concert held a few years ago and it was incredible to see people 

congregated in one area of historic significs for an area wide event. It should be an annual event a long with thing like farmers markets. It 
would be a huge draw.

• I have tons of respect for the Veterans and people serving in the military and they deserve more than a little park. Think the Village needs to 
spend less on a new cop car when the police don't do anything but sit in it at the police station or around town. Salt for the roads or a 
bigger Veteran's Park would do more for the people then they do.

• I like the idea of benches at the park(or out at Doubet-Benjamin Park). You could offer to let people pay for a bench but the Village pays for 
the cement slab & installs the bench. People might purchase benches in honor or memory of others. JH Best in Galva has a template bench. 
I know it is expensive but a stage or bandstand would be awesome for concerts or gatherings.

• I think events involving the caboose should be planned otherwise it's "just a yard ornament." I think more music events and such should 
take place. Perhaps if the bandstand were in better repair, there might be more interest in these things.

• I think making it more kid and event friendly would be fantastic!
• I think that the caboose has been a great addition to the park that has really increased the number of people that go there.
• I think Veteran's Park is an asset to Williamsfield. I like the monuments and the caboose. I think a lot of people go to see the caboose and 

take pictures. Both the Veterans and  RR are an interest to many and I would like to see more about RR in Williamsfield. 
• I want to see it kept up and used more.
• I will attend fundraisers for park improvements.
• I would by very interested in a similar survey in regards to our police force and our roads. I know quite a few residents that feel the same. 

Thank you.
• I would like to see the original bandstand restored. It is a historical part of Williamsfield.
• If it were not for the railroad, there would be no park. I think the caboose adds to the park.
• Install dog run area-fenced with seating
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All Narrative Responses
• It's nice we have the park for our Veterans. I like that they put the flags up, very nice.
• It's Veteran's Park not railroad park. Caboose does not belong in the park.
• It's Veteran's Park. No need for bandstand, caboose(waste of tax payers money) caboose money could have been used for updates on memorials, 

monuments etc. Caboose makes the area look cramped and trashy along side of broken down bandstand.
• Monuments should stay where they are. Bandstand should be fixed-sure plenty of money can be raised big part of history. Caboose?
• Monuments-do not remove, Bandstand-restore or replicate (exact copy) see Elmwood or Princeville Parks. Caboose-not sure how it fits into theme of 

Veteran's Memorial Park, likely with thorough planning would have made more sense to have voted placement in Doubet-Benjamin Park which offers 
vast square footage/varied themes.

• More familiar with Burlington Northern not Santa Fe
• Movie night for the kids or music for adults
• Nothing at park currently to bring anyone back to after seeing it once. Just needs maintained, kept clean.
• Park is to honor Veterans sacrifice. Anything else should be in Doubet-Benjamin Park
• Railroad history would be ideal. The town was built due to the railroad. The railroad & military are connected.
• Remove bandstand before it falls in. Replace with pavers - large round area then branched off paths with more benches and floral, a few more trees. 

Peaceful place to walk and sit but also nice for Saturday markets/crafts/antiques. I think larger venues mentioned above would be better suited at 
Doubet-Benjamin Park.

• Save the bandstand. 
• Save the bandstand. Caboose looks out of place should have sent "your opinion matters" survey sooner. Instead of hidden agenda by the same 4 to 5 

people on all committees some with tasteless ideas that do not live in Williamsfield-61489
• Save the bandstand. It's history.
• Save the bandstand. Leave monuments in Veteran's Memorial Park. The bandstand has history and sets us aside from other small towns; please do not 

demolish.
• Separate maintenance man for the Parks.
• The addition of the caboose with the proximity of the dual err tracks is an opportunity to highlight our long err heritage. A bigger functional covered 

bandstand is long overdue.
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All Narrative Responses
• The bandstand is most important to the town for the older people in town. Do not remove bandstand.
• The bandstand needs to be tore down. It is dangerous. The bandstand and caboose can co-exist together. It is a nice addition to the park. Williamsfield has  a lot of 

railroad history.
• The bandstand should be removed, allowing easier access to the picnic area and park setting. Make information signs along a walking path to the caboose to 

increase education interest and possibly visits to Williamsfield
• The bandstand was decent at one point, but it is dangerous in its current state. The caboose is an interesting attraction and looks nicely decorated.
• The caboose is why people are visiting the park now. I've personally heard complaints about the caboose which isn't hurting anything sitting where it is. I love the 

old bandstand but without raising money to fix it, it could hurt someone. The people throwing a fit should be willing to chip in to preserve it. I would help with a 
fundraiser.

• The caboose should not be in Veteran's Memorial Park. It should have been put in Doubet-Benjamin Park if anywhere.
• The monuments are a great tribute to the military families in town but they block the park and break up the useability of that space. They could be featured in a 

better location I think.
• The park can be used for community events that are different than the Doubet-Benjamin Park
• The park need to be accessible to all members of the community- not just a select few. Williamsfield has a rich history that should not be ignored because of 1 

disgruntled community member.
• There is room in the park for both the caboose and monuments. It would be nice to safely be able to hold events in the park. The bandstand need to be replaced.
• This park serves a "special purpose" The caboose was a finishing touch. The monuments are special and I love the flag being there. It's perfectly located. When we 

are out and about, it is so nice to pause and reflect.
• Too much in the park at one time makes it look junky! Keep it simple.
• Truthfully, the monuments and anything military makes more sense to be relocated out in front of the American Legion. More visibility and more legion celebration 

there. Caboose needs to stay. Railroad history and themes might bring more visitors to downtown and more usage of the space. Downtown is undergoing 
improvements and revitalization- this should include the park.

• Veteran's Memorials only! Rail road related items should be displayed elsewhere. 3 other parks that can be used for railroad items.
• Why worry about the park when the road conditions are terrible throughout the entire town!!! Focus should be more towards the roads.
• Williamsfield was founded because of the railroad, I believe the military monuments and the caboose can fit very well in the park together.
• Would like to see more activities at the park. Siren should be moved out of the park.
• You may attract some rail fans from out of town if we do something with the caboose/rail history of Williamsfield
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Tabulation of Summarized 
Responses 
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Tabulation - Demographics G
ender

Age_G
roup

Tim
e_Lived_in_W

illiam
sfield

M
ilitary

School-age_Kids_H
om

e

Rent_or_O
w

n

Em
ployed

NR NR NR NR NR NR NR
Male 18-25 1-5 Yes Yes Rent Yes

Female 26-35 6-10 No No Own No
Prefer not to say 36-45 11-15 Retired

46-55 16-20
56-65 gt20
gt65

1 1 3 5 6 8 3
65 11 15 14 31 11 94
90 10 15 142 124 142 4
5 25 0 0 0 0 60

26 20 0 0 0 0
31 108 0 0 0 0
57 0 0 0 0 0

How to read this table

Headings are at the top
Available answers are in yellow
The count of answers is in green

Examples:

65 male respondents
94 respondents are employed
57 respondents are older than 65
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Tabulation - Visits

How to read this table

Headings are at the top
Available answers are in yellow
The count of answers is in green

Examples:

48 respondents visited the park in 
the last 6 months
12 respondents use bandstand

Last_Tim
e_Visited_Park

Total_Tim
es_Visited_12m

os

Honor_Vets

U
se_Bandstand

Relax

Caboose

Sit_at_Tables

Picnic

NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR
This week >30 Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

This month 21-30 No No No No No No
Last 6 months 11-20

This year 1-10
gt1 year ago none

11 18 35 35 35 35 35 40
15 0 56 12 28 52 19 4
13 3 70 114 98 74 107 117
48 12 0 0 0 0 0 0
22 87 0 0 0 0 0 0
52 41 0 0 0 0 0 0
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Tabulation - Priorities

How to read this table

Headings are at the top
Available answers are in yellow
The count of answers is in green

Examples:

88 respondents list the 
monuments are their priority in 
the park

M
onum

ents

Caboose2

D
ow

ntow
n

Bandstand

Seating

O
ther3

NR NR NR NR NR NR
1 1 1 1 1 1
2 2 2 2 2 2
3 3 3 3 3 3
4 4 4 4 4 4
5 5 5 5 5 5

11 23 22 26 30 160
88 36 49 35 29 0
17 22 21 16 31 0
16 24 21 28 30 0
7 15 16 16 23 1

22 41 32 40 18 0
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Tabulation – Future Appeal / uses

Additional_M
onum

ents

M
ilitary_History_Info

M
ilitary_Recognition_Eve

nts

Safer_Bandstand

Entertainm
ent

Caboose_Events

Railroad_History_Educati
on

O
ther_Education

Children_Play_O
pportunit

ies

Drinking_W
ater

Indoor_event_Space

M
ore_Seating_and_Picnic

M
ore_G

rass

M
ore_Lighting

W
heel_Chair_Access

Pavillion

Farm
ers_M

arket

Holiday_Decor

Restroom
s

NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR
Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No

9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 15
33 55 58 67 93 62 76 28 44 20 21 67 20 50 18 36 99 68 36

119 97 94 85 59 90 76 124 108 132 131 85 132 102 134 116 53 84 110

Village of Williamsfield    P.O. Box 417 : Williamsfield, Il 61489 : Phone (309) 639-2303 : Fax (309) 639-4068 Life is Good in Billtown
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